The Catcher in the Rye 
Major Events:

-Opens up about what he’s been going through (switching schools, failing classes)

-“Doesn’t apply himself”—why he gets kicked out

-“Lousy childhood” with parents who don’t care—“always occupied”

-Goes to visit Mr. Spencer and has a “nice” chat with him regarding his grades and flunking
-Fights with Stradlater—thinks Stradlater put the moves on Jane (one girl who he actually cares about)
-Tells Ackley that the fight is about him defending Ackley

-Sells his type writer and leaves PP

-Rides on train with Mrs. Morrow and lies about her son (tries to act like he’s old enough to buy her a drink)

-His plan upon leaving early: Go to NYC for a couple of days then go home

-First hotel is: atrocious 

-He sees: One window—cross dresser


        Other window—people spitting water on each other

-How does this make him feel? 

-Doesn’t want to like it, but he kinda does (indicates his   confusion about who he is and proves that he’s experiencing growth) 

***BILDUNGSROMAN:

COMING OF AGE GENRE

-Calls Faith to invite her over to “knock boots”

-Goes to the bar in the hotel (Lavender Room) and meets three ugly girls…blonde can dance, but he still talks badly about them (phonies—they are focused on meeting a celebrity)

**Focus on protecting himself from getting rejected**

-Meets DB’s ex (she’s phony…using him to see DB)

-Then goes back and schedules time with Sunny


-Complains of medical issues (recovering from injury), so 


he can’t sleep with her

-Sunny leaves, but he only pays her $5—her pimp comes up and demands the full amount, and Holden….CRIES


-Shows his vulnerability/psychosis/immaturity

-In the cab—asks about the ducks

-Meets the nuns in the DINER 


-Nuns aren’t phony (compares to mom) 


-He appreciates that they are so selfless and give their time

-Goes to buy the record

**Pg. 115 

Sees: A family and a boy singing “If a body catch a body comin’ through the rye”


-His parents aren’t even paying attention to him

-Holden can relate because his parents didn’t pay attention to him

**He wants to protect kids—he wants to catch the kids “coming through the rye” before they fall off a cliff

-We see this in his love for kids, erasing the “f you”  off the wall of the school, love for Allie and Phoebe…

-He couldn’t protect Allie, so he wants to protect everyone else—maybe he wants to give kids the life he doesn’t have

-He wishes he could keep his childhood in tact—he wishes that things wouldn’t have to change and doesn’t want kids to have to experience the “evils” of the world (pg 122)

-Goes on his date with Sally

-Goes for drinks with Carl, and they discuss his sex life, etc. 

-After getting wasted and walking home, he sneaks in the house and talks to Phoebe

-Pg. 129:

-She gets upset with him about getting kicked out of school again, he smokes a bunch of cigarettes, and hides in her closet when his parents come home

-Pg 172: Describes what he wants to do with his life (being the catcher in the rye)
-Goes to Mr. Antoloni’s house as a safe haven because he remembers Mr. A picking up James Castle’s body up when nobody else would go near

-Awkwardness happens at Mr. A’s house

-Seems natural for Mr. A to go over and check on him—we know Mr. A as a caring person

-Holden hasn’t experienced this type of care/affection before, so he freaks out

-Leaves Mr. A’s house and goes to sleep at Grand Central

-Writes a letter to Phoebe at the school and explains for her to meet him at the museum

-She wants to go with him, and Holden says if he takes her to the zoo, she’ll be okay with not going with him—gives her the red hat

-Pg. 212 –Puts the red hunting hat back on his head

-“Don’t tell anyone anything—if you do, you start missing everyone”-Holden 

Holden Caulfield:


-his hates: 

 
-People he sees as phony:  

-People that drive him crazy:  


-People he feels sorry for:  

-is frequently bored, such as when:

-notices minutiae about other people, such as:


-he lies about:

-his repeated sympathy toward young children, such as:

Holden’s family: 

His father- lack of caring for Holden—quite “touchy”
His mother- lack of caring for Holden
D.B.- older brother lives in Hollywood as a writer—makes a lot 
of money (drives a Jag)
-Prostitutes himself aka he’s a sellout (used to write good stuff when he was younger)

Phoebe-   Smart for her age/mature
· Holden’s sister

· 10 years old

· Pixie hair cut—says she is “roller-skate skinny”
Allie    -  Younger brother
· Died from leukemia 

· Has lines of poetry/quotes on his mitt

· Catalyst of his issues (breaks all of the windows in the garage with his hand)

· He was small for his age

· He had red hair

· Wrote in green

Minor Characters:

Jane Gallagher- Bad at checkers (never moves her Kings)
· Friendly

· Step-dad is a drunk 

· Went on a date with Stradlater

· Spent a summer together in Maine—he has deep feelings for her 
· Shows her more respect than other women

Mrs. Spencer- Hard of hearing—older woman, very kind and 

tends to babble
Mr. Spencer- Old man chest “hairless and bumpy”

· Holden’s History teacher

· Tries to convince Holden to apply himself—“life is a game”

· Mr. Spencer actually cares and is there for him

Ward Stradlater- Athlete (body type)

· Cocky/good-looking

· “Date” with Jane

· Holden’s roomie

· Stradlater asks to borrow coat and asks him to write a paper

· “Using” Holden
Mr. Ossenburger- donates money to the school and gives a speech—someone farts during his speech
Edgar Marsalla- Farter
Mr. Thurmer- Headmaster of Pencey 
Mr. Haas- Headmaster at Elkton Hills


-Only talks to the parents who look rich and pretty

Robert Ackley- “Ackley kid”
-Pizza face, ugly, 6’4”, “mossy” teeth, clips his toenails in the bedroom, bad hygiene

-Goes through everyone’s stuff, unable to take social cues 

-Frenemies (bonded by being outcasts)

Mrs. Morrow- Woman who Holden rides the train with
· Holden lies about every single thing he tells her

· Praises her son

Ernest Morrow- 
Rudolf Schmidt-
Faith Cavendish-
Bernice, Laverne, and Marty-
Horwitz- 
Lillian Simmons- 

Maurice- 

Bobby Fallon- 

Arthur Childs- 

Dick Slagle- 

2 nuns- 

Louis Shaney- 

6 year old kid- 

Lunts- 

Miss Aigletiner- 

Harris Macklin- 

Carl Luce- 

Tina and Janine-

Hazel Weatherfield- 

Mr. Antolini-

Mrs. Antolini- 

James Castle- 

Richard Kinsella- 

Mr. Vinson- 

Wilhelm Stekel- 

Style of the novel:

-Use of conversational style-

-Use of humor-

-Use of profanity-
--Reveals his immaturity or it might indicate his inability to express his feelings
-Point of View-

-Unreliable narrator (revealed that he lies about everything, 

he’s insane, 16 year old boy)
Symbols:
1. Red Hat:

a. Symbolizes protection—covers your head, he gives it to Phoebe, Phoebe gives it back

b. Red hat can also “hide” the face

2. Sex (lack thereof) :

a. Shows his immaturity—inability to truly enter into adulthood fully

3. Poem/Song:

a. His desire to protect the innocence of children

4. Ducks:

a. Wants to know where they go during the winter

b. Where is Allie? Who is taking care of him? Unanswered questions regarding the afterlife? 
