Fahrenheit 451 Projects
ALL PROJECTS ARE DUE __Thursday, November 1__
Each day students are required to meet and exceed state standards. These standards are learning objectives, or goals, that each student must perform to demonstrate they understand and have mastered the set objectives, or goals, being studied in class by completing some activity or project to test their skill and knowledge that should be acquired over the course of the unit. 
 ELA9RL1 The student demonstrates comprehension by identifying evidence (i.e., examples of diction, imagery, point of view, figurative language, symbolism, plot events and main ideas) in a variety of texts representative of different genres (i.e., poetry, prose [short story, novel, essay, editorial, biography], and drama) and using this evidence as the basis for interpretation. 
The student identifies, analyzes, and applies knowledge of the structures and elements of fiction and provides evidence from the text to support understanding; the student:
a. Locates and analyzes such elements in fiction as language (i.e., diction, imagery, symbolism, figurative language), character development, setting and mood, point of view, foreshadowing, and irony. 

b. Identifies and analyzes patterns of imagery or symbolism. 

c. Relates identified elements in fiction to theme or underlying meaning. 

 The student identifies and responds to differences in style and subject matter in poems by a variety of contemporary and canonical poets; the student: 
a. Identifies and responds to the aesthetic effects of subject matter (i.e. topic, theme), sound devices (i.e., alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme scheme), figurative language (i.e., personification, metaphor, simile, hyperbole), and structure (i.e., fixed and free forms, rhymed and unrhymed, narrative and lyric) in a variety of poems. 

b. Sorts and classifies poems by specified criteria (i.e., fixed and free forms, rhymed and unrhymed, narrative and lyric, and/or universal themes and topics). 

ELA9RL2 The student identifies, analyzes, and applies knowledge of theme in literary works from various genres and provides evidence from the works to support understanding. The student 
a. Applies knowledge of the concept that the theme or meaning of a selection represents a universal view or comment on life or society and provides support from the text for the identified theme. 

b. Evaluates how an author’s choice of words advances the theme or purpose of a work. 

c. Applies knowledge of the concept that a text can contain more than one theme. 

d. Compares and contrasts the presentation of a theme or topic across genres and explains how the selection of genre affects the delivery of universal ideas about life and society. 

ELA9RC2 The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas. The student 
a. Identifies messages and themes from books in all subject areas. 

b. Responds to a variety of texts in multiple modes of discourse. 

c. Relates messages and themes from one subject area to those in another area. 

d. Evaluates the merits of texts in every subject discipline. 

e. Examines the author’s purpose in writing. 

f. Recognizes the features of disciplinary texts. 

ELA9W3 The student uses research and technology to support writing. The student 
b. Uses supporting evidence from multiple sources to develop the main ideas within the body of an essay, composition, or technical document. 

d. Integrates quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas. 

f. Designs and publishes documents, using aids such as advanced publishing software and graphic programs. 

ELA9LSV2 The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in various media genres. The student delivers focused, coherent, and polished presentations that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid reasoning, and combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description. 
When responding to written and oral texts and media (i.e., television, radio, film productions, and electronic media), the student: 
a. Assesses the ways language and delivery affect the mood and tone of the oral communication and impact the audience. 

b. Analyzes the types of arguments used by the speaker, including argument by authority, emotion, and logic. 

c. Formulates judgments about ideas under discussion and supports those judgments with convincing evidence.
Task I: Quote Analysis

To start: 

Students will have read the novel Fahrenheit 451. Students will critically analyze a total of 10 quotes that represent major themes in the text. For each quote students will be asked to find and give:

a. A synopsis of each quote

b. A delineation (description) of two or more plausible themes found in the quote as it relates to the context of the reading.

c. An analysis of the diction, imagery, point of view, figurative language, symbolism, tone/mood the quote adds to the text

d. An explanation of the relationships between each of the literary elements (i.e., diction, imagery, point of view, figurative language, symbolism, and structure) and the identified themes in the quote

*One paragraph for each quote*

Upon completion, students will need to use the Internet, television, film, other literature, a poem and a song lyric, to create an analytical literary comparison between the working texts to discuss an issue relevant to today’s society. Students need to think “outside the box” to go beneath the surface of the text to engage in a Socratic seminar between the novel and their thinking. Answering questions like, “Do we need books in today’s world of computers, palm pilots, and the Internet?”, “How does culture affect language?”, “What are the literary effects of film and television, and how will new media change fiction?”, “How do media conglomerates like MTV, Nickelodean, BET, Disney, AOL Time Warner, and others affect and control my language/understanding of the reality?” in their written responses and quotes.

Quote responses must effectively apply writing strategies acquired in class writing workshops, as well as incorporate analysis other genres of writing such as expository compositions, historical investigative reports, and literary analyses, poetry, film critiques, other novels, short stories, musical lyrics, and advertising/marketing media to demonstrate a rise of the level of critical thinking skills and rhetorical techniques. 

Quote responses should be typed, single spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman, black ink only, and no less than two paragraphs and no more than three for each response. Responses should be thought out, honest, and exemplify a clear voice from the author. Any material solicited from the internet or other source must be properly cited to avoid receiving a zero for plagiarism. Please refer to the MLA handbook online for guidelines on citation. Spelling, mechanics, and conventions of writing will count just as much as the content in the response itself. 

Task II: Photo Journalism/Presentation

Background:

Students will have read the novel Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. The themes of freedom of speech and language, learning from the past, expression through literature, “living” life to the fullest—a life that is true to ourselves, celebration of diversity, and the power of persuasion through media. We also have studied imagery, symbolism, the use of colors, images, characterization, and the use of inanimate objects or characters to represent abstract ideas we find embedded in literature; these literary elements make literature relevant in our world today. 

Each of us is influenced by media and literature on a daily basis, which in turn helps us to create a cultural identity that is unique and different; this is what makes each of us an individual, but what also unites us as a country. When our differences are used to connect individual thoughts and opinion, we exhibit and operate on the foundations of democracy. 

To Start:

· Choose a theme from text that you feel was seen throughout the novel. Using three quotes from the projet, experiment taking photos in order to communicate a particular message/yourchosen theme and create a particular effect that interprets  your chosen theme. Each student is to take a series of photos that exemplifies, or shows, how the theme he/she chose from the novel is relevant in their lives. Remember photographing the same subject in different types of light (e.g., different times of the day) and from different angles or directions (perspective) are ways you can vary a photo, and thus, the message the photo conveys. Really think outside of the box—be creative!!
· Get permission and find out if permission will be needed, either from the intended subject or the location of the planned photography. Get written permission if necessary. 

· Write an outline before starting to take photographs. You should write your “story” in outline form. What story do you want to get across visually to the audience? What meaning did you find in the novel that you were able to capture in photographic skills? I will review these and help students clarify or modify their stories as needed.

· Analyze and explain ideas and mechanisms (see visual design elements handout) used in each picture to convey, or show, how you personalized the theme in your photo journal. Each picture should show how you personally use the interpretation of the book to better understand an issue or problem in your life/society today. Create a caption and title for each photo that articulates and summarizes what you, the author, meant for the viewer to understand when evaluating your photo.

· You must submit 20 pictures in either color or black and white, or both. (If you have a digital camera you can change this on your picture settings menu. If you are using a disposable camera, when you develop them to a CD you can edit it yourself and print to the disk, or ask the developer t help you with it. You may also choose to create a digital story/slide show through a photo software; however, all images must be accessible through CD and DVD and photo slideshow.
· Reflect upon the following quote:

“A picture is worth a thousand words” and “I think, therefore, I am”

In your own words, explain what these quotes mean to you. Think about the discussions we have had in class, what we’ve read in the book, and really try to think about the underlying notion that if a picture is worth a thousand words, how much more is the manipulation of an image/picture, and better yet, how much more is the literary text (novel, magazine, pamphlet, etc.) worth? How does what you see on television, in film, in magazines, on billboards affect the way you “see” yourself? How is that you think, affected by what you see in media? How do “they”, media moguls, control your culture and your language? What a one page response in MLA format that addresses the quote above; be sure your pictures reflect your thoughts. 
Task III. Film Analysis

Students will be responsible for viewing a film that represents a dystopian society, just like the society depicted in the novel Fahrenheit 451. The films being viewed are: The Matrix, I Robot, A.I.: Artificial Intelligence, War of the Worlds, and I am Legend. Students will critique the use of characterization in the film and critically evaluate the stylistic elements of cinema used to bring the society to “life” in the film. Students will discuss the imagery used in the novel. Students will analyze theme and mood/tone in the film, choose several clips from the film that illustrate their understanding/interpretation of the work, explain what similar themes are reveals in the novel text, and how the theme are interpreted differently through the literary cannons: film and text. 
Students will answer questions to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the main events and characters in Fahrenheit 451 as they relate to other forms of literature. Students will answer the following questions for their designated films:

1. What does it mean to “live”? What kinds of things contribute to the quality of our lives?

2. Why did there seem to be a low value placed on human life in the story?

3. We discussed in class the purpose of Faber saying, “I don’t talk things, sir. I talk the meaning of things. I sit here and know I am alive”; how did you see this theme/meaning come to life in your assigned film?

4. Compare and contrast Montag and the main character in your film.

5. Compare and contrast the characters in your film to the characters in the novel.

6. Are the characters in Fahrenheit 451 and (the assigned film) stereotypes? If so, explain why you feel the authors used stereotypes—have you seen these types of characters in other films or read about them—i.e. the hero, the nerd, the rebel? If not, explain how the characters merit individuality; explain what makes them different, what makes them an individual and stand out in her/her society.
7. What do the characters in the film represent or what are they symbolic of? What are the characters in the novel symbolic of, or what do they represent? How does the symbolism in the book differ from or remain the same as the symbolism of the film? 

8. What elements of film help to create the mood and tone in the film to create a visual representation of dystopian society? (See your visual messages packet) Give at least three examples from the film that support your claim. Remember to be specific. 

9. What are the elements of a novel/fiction that help to create mood and tone? (Use your reader’s perception sheet) Give three examples from the novel where the author utilizes these elements the best to support your claim.

10. Using your knowledge of how our society is today and the societies created by both the authors of the film and the novel, articulate what message you feel the authors want readers/viewers to understand about the world in which we live.

*Answers must be answered in a 2-3 page analysis to show that time was spent critically reviewing each question. All answers must be in MLA format.

I, ____________________________, give my child permission to view his/her assigned film, with the understanding that the film will be used for the purpose of literary analysis and a tool to teach literary concepts in a real world setting. 

Parent Signature __________________________________     Date ____________________
