




Catcher in the Rye

Webquest

Introduction to The Catcher in the Rye & the 1950’s American Psyche

Think of this as an online scavenger hunt.  Instead of finding useless objects, you will be finding important background information.  Just as our own cultural context creates our perception of the world around us, so too are author’s shaped by their historical and cultural contexts. To gain a better understanding of Catcher in the Rye, you will complete an online webquest to establish background knowledge about the historical, cultural, and psychological forces that shape both Holden Caufield, the main protagonist, and the author who created him, J.D. Salinger.

Task

Research: You will engage in online research about a particular topic relating to Holden's culture. Your group will be assigned a topic from the list below:

Historical context: 
· How was the critical reception of the novel illustrative of the time period?
· What pressures specific to the time period influenced Holden? How were people supposed to act?

· Explain the growth of consumer culture in the post-war era. How is this reflected in the novel?
· What was the Cold War? Focus on people, events, ideology, places, nations Think about: Which countries were involved in the Cold War? What were they fighting/angry about?
· How did the House Un-American Activities Commission influence everyday life for American citizens? (Meaning, what did they do that affected regular people’s lives?)
· Identify at least 5 ways WWII impacted American culture. What happened as a result of the war?
· How much did the following items cost in 1951: (Gallon of gas, Movie ticket, Ticket to a professional sporting event, New car, Jeans or other clothing item, Pack of cigarettes)
· Possible Resources:
· New York Times review from initial publication 
· Holden's New York City: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/01/28/nyregion/20100128-salinger-map.html
· The Post-War Era and The Catcher in the Rye: http://www.uhseport.net/published/j/gl/jglass/collection/12/6/upload.c-jglass-12n6.ppt#276,4,Historical Background: WWII
· The Post-War Conformity and Seeds of Dissent in the 1950s: http://www.flowofhistory.com/readings-flowcharts/the-world-since-1945/the-post-war-world-1945-60/fc142
· The Early Cold War: http://www.flowofhistory.com/readings-flowcharts/the-world-since-1945/the-post-war-world-1945-60/fc140
· Counter Culture in the 1950s: http://www.flowofhistory.com/node/681
Pop Culture & Perception of Psychology: 
· How was the role of women in society in transition during post-war period?

· Describe the ideal woman according to Hollywood.
· What contrasting media images of femininity did the public receive during the post-war era?
· How might these images have affect Holden's, or any teenage boy’s, perception of romantic interests?
· List the following popular or “best of” items from 1951: List at least 2-3 examples
· What kind of music were most people listening to? (Songs, Musical artists
· Who and what were they seeing at the movies? (Motion pictures, Male & female actors, Hair styles – male & female, Car)
· How was psychiatry (the mental health profession) viewed within mainstream America in the early 1950s? Is this different from today?
· Possible Resources:

· Women in the work force after World War II: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/7027
· Women in film during the post-war era:
· Life Magazine Covers 1949: http://www.2neatmagazines.com/life/1949cover.html
· The Advertising Archives 1950: http://www.advertisingarchives.co.uk/?service=search&action=do_quick_search&language=en&mode=&q=1950+women&qw=&page=1&grid_layout=1&grid_thumb=20
· A short history of advertising:http://www.flowofhistory.com/node/802
· Catch her in the Oatmeal: http://classroom.wilpula.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=421:catcher-in-the-rye-parody&catid=23:ap-english-literature-and-composition&Itemid=91
· Search for Self Called off After 38 Years

· Does Holden have PTSD? http://www.angelfire.com/journal2/afdiary/ptsd.htm
· A Clinical Assessment of Holden Caufield:http://charlescote.blogspot.com/2011/02/clinical-assessment-holden-caulfield.html
J.D. Salinger: 
· Give a brief history about J.D. Salinger. 

· How might World War II have affected J.D. Salinger and his writing?

· Describe Salinger's lifestyle.
· What does Salinger’s daughter write about him?

· What is ironic about the author's own son, Matt Salinger? 
· Why isn't there a movie version of Catcher in the Rye?
· How might Salinger's relationships have affected his novel?

· Possible Resources
· Salinger’s biography: http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/salinger.htm
· JD Salinger's biography:http://www.biographybase.com/biography/Salinger_J_D.html
· Salinger's Obituary in the NY Times: http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/books/29salinger.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all
· Salinger's Daughter Writes Of Her Father's Obsessions: http://www.nytimes.com/2000/08/31/books/salinger-s-daughter-writes-of-her-father-s-obsessions.html?pagewanted=1
· An Evening with JD Salinger:http://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2011/02/07/an-evening-with-j-d-salinger/
· Dead Caulfields: http://www.deadcaulfields.com/DCHome.html
· J.D. Salinger's Women: http://nymag.com/nymetro/arts/features/2162/
Catcher's Influence: 
· What lasting influence has The Catcher in the Rye had on American culture?
· What other examples of the "Holden" archetype are in modern media?
· What trends do you see in the types of people who are drawn to the novel? Why could this be?
· Why do you think The Catcher in the Rye is so constantly referenced? Why does it hold such a central role in our culture? Is this role deserved?

· How are a presidential attempted assassination and the murder of John Lennon associated to Catcher in the Rye?
· Why and how does Catcher fit into the banned book classification?  

· Have perceptions of the novel changed throughout time?  If so, how?  
· What were some of the reviews on Catcher when the novel first appeared in bookstores?  Why did people feel this way about the novel?  

· Why do readers and critics feel so much animosity towards Salinger’s characters (do not only consider those in The Catcher in the Rye)?   
· Possible Resources:

· The Gospel According to Holden – Newsweek: http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2010/01/27/the-gospel-according-to-holden.html
· http://www.remnantnewspaper.com/Archives/archive-2008-0430-catcher_in_the_rye.htm
· http://www.levity.com/corduroy/salinger1.htm
· Catcher Controversy: http://www.remnantnewspaper.com/Archives/archive-2008-0430-catcher_in_the_rye.htm
· Holden in Popular Culture: http://holden.wikia.com/wiki/In_Popular_Culture
· Reviews of Salinger’s books/articles about him (Book reviews are on the right side of the page) http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/j_d_salinger/index.html?scp=1-spot&sq=holden%20caulfield&st=cse
· http://www.kidspeakonline.org/berwick2.htm
· A site with various information regarding reviews of: http://www.levity.com/corduroy/salinger1.htm
· Book review from 2004, J.D. Salinger's Holden Caulfield, Aging Gracelessly http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A43680-2004Oct18.html
· Time Magazine’s banned books The Catcher in the Rye: http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1842832_1842838_1845068,00.html
· Banned Books info:http://rohrbachlibrary.wordpress.com/2009/09/24/banned-books-week-%E2%80%93-the-top-5/
