First Semester Research Paper
English I

Kirkland


The time has come to embark upon our journey of research. We will focus our research around the primary source Fahrenheit 451.  The novel focuses on how media creates identity and conformity within society; our research will focus on how technology has changed the identities of people today and who controls the media. 


I am unable to express the importance that students read the novel as assigned. The reading assignments below will help you keep your student on track in order to participate in every part of the research project. If students fall behind in the reading, they will be behind in the research paper.  

In Class


The students will be learning and taking notes on MLA format, various sources, instructions on writing source cards, documenting quotations, documenting paraphrases, and documenting summaries. Please encourage your student to take notes during these pivotal times of instruction.
Key Requirements

**This paper is 10% of the semester grade**

· 3 Sources (1 primary source and 2 critical articles—one from anthology)

· 3 Source Cards
· 9 Note Cards with 9 pieces of evidence
· A mixture of paraphrases and direct quotations
Final product must be a 2-page minimum, 3-page maximum paper in MLA manuscript form. The required Works Cited page is not included in the length requirements. 

Important Due Dates
· Thesis Due: Monday, November 3
· Annotated Bibliography: Friday, November 7 

· Sources Cards and Quotes: Friday, November 7
· Rough Draft: Wednesday, November 19
· Final Draft: Friday, November 21

**Your final essay will be due on November 21st as a printed, hard copy**
Essay Topics
1. Look at the importance of entertainment in the lives of humanity. How much time is spent consuming entertainment? Beatty suggests that mindless entertainment can weaken or destroy the mind. Is there evidence of this? Examine research done on the effects of different forms of entertainment on our ability to think, learn, and comprehend. How does this affect the lives and minds of humanity in the prophetic light of Fahrenheit 451? 
2. Look at how entertainment is marketed to us. How does the marketing of entertainment affect people? Why do people buy in to the marketing strategies of today? Use Fahrenheit 451 as a basis for your findings. 
3. Research addiction and its causes. Entertainment is shown to be addictive in Fahrenheit 451. How does that addiction carry on today? 
4. Look at Beatty’s speech to Montag (pg. 53-62). What techniques does Beatty advocate for keeping people happy? What parallels do you see between Beatty’s ideas and our own society, especially in the area of occupying people’s minds with trivia?
5. Examine stress, pressure, and speed in life and how they affect us. (ex: road rage, etc). How do addictions (drugs, alcohol, television, internet) relate to the stress, pressure, speed—relate to Fahrenheit 451.

